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 Dear Friends, 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family well.  It’s an honor to 
represent you in Congress.  Thank you for the chance to update 
you on my work there and in Maine.  
 
Like many here at home, I find the current partisan environment 
in Washington and Congress to be very frustrating.  Attempts to 
take away people’s health care, weaken environmental 
protections, and stoke controversy have been put ahead of more 
meaningful work to create jobs, help people through tough times, 
and give our children a better future.   
 
Still, I have tried to find opportunities to work on issues where my 
colleagues across the aisle and I can find agreement.  As a 
member of the minority party, I’m very proud that these efforts 
have earned several legislative victories that benefit the people of 
our state.  
 
One of the most significant was passage of a Farm Bill containing 
many reforms I introduced to help the kind of small, diversified, 
family farms that we have here in Maine. These included more 
funding to help these farms meet the growing demand for healthy 
local food, as well as better insurance to fit their needs and 
helping SNAP recipients use benefits at farmers markets.  
 
Another bill I introduced was signed into law, initiating a study of 
the York River to see if it is a good candidate for the federal Wild 
and Scenic Rivers program.  The classification would help protect 



this important natural resource while potentially bringing more 
visitors to the area and an increased amount of federal 
investment for its conservation.  As a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, I’ve worked to secure other 
investments for the state as well, including $20 million to replace 
a crumbling, unhealthy and outdated tribal school in Washington 
County.  
 
But not all the work I do is from Washington.  My offices in 
Portland and Waterville assist hundreds of constituents every 
year who have issues with federal agencies and programs—
veterans benefits, Social Security, and passports among them.  If 
you have a problem where I might be of assistance, I encourage 
you to call (207) 774-5019.  My staff and I welcome the 
opportunity to serve you.  
 
Again, it’s a pleasure to represent you in Congress.  Please keep in 
touch.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Chellie Pingree 
Congress of the United States 
 1st District 
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